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Issue: Adolescent Literacy 
Title: “Literacies and Identities: Stories of Boys in Diverse Literacy 

Classrooms”  
Speaker: Josephine Marsh, Ph.D., Arizona State University 
  

 

 
Josephine Peyton Marsh is Associate Professor of Literacy Education and the Executive 
Director of the Doctorate of Education Program in Curriculum and Instruction, at the Mary Lou 
Fulton College of Education, Arizona State University (ASU).  She earned her Ph.D. in Reading 
Education at the University of Georgia in 1998.  Prior to attending graduate school, she was a 
reading teacher at an alternative high school and held various other teaching positions in the 
public and private sectors.  Josephine Marsh’s research interests include adolescent literacy, 
critical literacy, gender, identities, and literacy, and content literacy.   
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Issue: Struggling Readers 
Title: “Teaching Struggling Readers: Lessons Learned” 
Speaker: Barbara J. Walker, Ed.D., Oklahoma State 

University 

 

Barbara J. Walker, a reading education professor at Oklahoma State University in Stillwater, is 
vice president of the International Reading Association and will become president in May 2008. 
Walker, who has been actively involved in IRA for more that 25 years, served on IRA’s Board of 
Directors from 1994–1997. She also served on a number of IRA committees and commissions 
and on the board of directors for state reading associations in both Oklahoma and Montana. From 
2003–2005, Walker wrote the Struggling Readers column for The Reading Teacher. 

Barbara J. Walker received her Ed.D. in reading education and BS and MA in elementary 
education at Oklahoma State University. Walker began her career as a reading specialist at the 
elementary level, taught reading improvement at a junior college, and coordinated the 
instructional program for physically challenged children in Bolivia. She is author and co-author 



of numerous books and chapters, including Diagnostic Teaching of Reading (5th ed.), 
Techniques for Reading Assessment and Instruction, Supporting Struggling Readers (2nd ed.), 
What Research Says to the Teacher: Remedial Reading, the Reading Team series, Collaboration 
for Diverse Learners, Handbook of Literacy and Technology, and Tutoring Programs for 
Struggling Readers. Her coauthored articles have appeared in The Reading Teacher, Elementary 
School Journal, and Journal of Teacher Education.   
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Issue:  Struggling Readers 
Title:  “The NRP’s Five Pillars and Equity Pedagogy: 

Can Teachers Do Both?” 
Speaker:   Ellen McIntyre, University of Louisville 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Abstract: This colloquium will focus on a design-based research 
study of an instructional intervention in which the National Reading 
Panel’s five components of reading are taught through equity 

pedagogy.  The need for the study, background for it, and future studies/projects extending from 
it will be discussed.  
 
Ellen McIntyre is a professor of literacy education and a university scholar at the University of 
Louisville where she has taught for 17 years.  She studies literacy acquisition and development, 
classroom instruction for students of poverty, family involvement, and teacher learning. At 
present, her interest is how teachers manage current policy demands of literacy instruction while 
attending to the diverse academic needs of their students.  Ellen will take a position as professor 
and department head of elementary education at North Carolina State University beginning July 
1, 2007. 
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Issue:  Comprehension 
Topic: “What’s Love Got to Do with It? The 

Influence of Motivation and Affect in 
Literacy Development” 

Speaker: Patricia Alexander, Ph.D., University 
of Maryland 

   

 
Abstract: Typically, struggling readers are defined as those who lag behind in one of the five 
pillars of emergent literacy development, such as phonemic awareness and fluency. However, 
the paths toward success or struggle in reading are quite varied and involve human motivations 
as significant contributors to literacy development that is stimulated or stifled. In this 
presentation, diverse profiles of successful and struggling readers will be discussed—profiles 
that take into account the “skill,” “will,” and “thrill” of literacy. Implications of those profiles 
and the associated cognitive and motivational/affective factors for instructional practice, such as 
personal interest and self-efficacy, will be considered. 

 
Patricia Alexander is Professor and Distinguished Scholar-Teacher in the Department of 
Human Development at the University of Maryland. She has served as President of Division 15 
(Educational Psychology) of the American Psychological Association, and as Vice-President of 
Division C (Learning and Instruction) of the American Educational Research Association. A 
former middle-school teacher, Dr. Alexander received her reading specialist degree from James 
Madison University (1979) and her Ph.D. in reading from the University of Maryland (1981). 
Since receiving her Ph.D., Dr. Alexander has published over 190 articles, books, or chapters in 
the area of learning and instruction. She has also presented over 160 papers or invited addresses 
at national and international conferences. Currently, she serves as the editor of Contemporary 
Educational Psychology, Associate Editor of American Educational Research Journal-Teaching, 
Learning, and Human Development, and on 12 editorial boards including those for Reading 
Research Quarterly, Journal of Literacy Research, Educational Psychologist, and the Journal of 
Educational Psychology. 
 
Among her many honors and awards, Dr. Alexander is a Fellow of the American Psychological 
Association, and was a Spencer Fellow of the National Academy of Education. Recently, she was named 
one of the 10 most productive scholars in Educational Psychology, and was the 2001 recipient of the 
Oscar S. Causey Award for outstanding contributions to literacy research from the National Reading 
Conference. She is also the 2006 recipient of the E. L. Thorndike Award for Career Achievement in 
Educational Psychology from APA Division 15 and the 2007 recipient of the Sylvia Scribner Award from 
AERA Division C. In addition, she has received various national, university, and college awards for 
teaching.
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