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Welcome to the
inaugural issue
of Kentucky’s
Reading
Recovery®
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by Dr. Judy Embry

Happy New Year from the Reading
Recovery Univergity Training Center.
We embark on another new year witha
new set of challengesand opportunities
for dl of usin Reading Recovery.

Thefirst set will cometo usthrough
Read ToAchieve. Read ToAchieveis
legidation sponsored by Senator Dan
Kelly in2004 to place effectiveearly
literacy interventionsintheschoolsof
Kentucky.

In my opinion, Reading Recovery is
themogt effectiveearly literacy
intervention. To keepthisvital Read To

Kentucky

Achievefunding for our children, itis
imperativethat each and every one of
you contact your legidator inthe
Houseand Senate. Your phonecall
and/or email isyour voice being heard
inFrankfort. Thisisacritical timein
thebudget; if our voicesare not heard
right now there may not be new
funding for Read ToAchievefor
another two years.

Our second set of challengesand
opportunitieswill cometo usthrough
Dr. Marie Clay’snew books. Yes, Dr.
Clay isgivingusPart 1 and Part 2
inLiteracy Lessons: Designed for
Individuas. Thiswill takethe place of
our old Reading Recovery
Guidebook. Wewill dl begin
expanding our new learning through
our zoneof proximal devel opment

continued on page 6

Reading Recovery®continues to grow in

by Lindy Harmon, Teacher Leader
lharmon@washington.k12.ky.us

Kentucky State Senator Dan Kelly of Springfield hasbeena
supporter of Reading Recovery for many yearsafter observing
lessons behind the mirror and seeing theimpact accelerated
progresscan haveon achild'slife. Heisawell-respected
member of Kentucky’sL egidature, servesas Senate Mg ority
L eader, and isachampion for Reading Recovery. Hehas

Kelly, and others watch as Governor Emie Fletcher signs afanged for Reading Recovery professonastotestify beforethe

Senate Bill 19.

continued on page 2
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Reading Recovery
continued from page 1

Senate Education Committee membersand othersin each of the General Assembliesfor the
past elght years. Reading Recovery professiona sare now included on statelevel committees
and invited to meetingsconcerning literacy initiativesfor the state. Senator Kelly hashelped
toingtitutionalize Reading Recovery in Kentucky.

Senator Kelly wasinstrumental in the passage of Senate Bill 186 during Kentucky's
1998 General Assembly. Thisliteracy bill enabled the stateto devel op the Collaborative
Center for Literacy Development (CCL D) which housesthe University Training Center for
Reading Recovery, and set up acompetitivegrant systemto provide additiona funding for literacy instruction across
thestate. Many of these funds have been used to promote the growth of Reading Recovery. Again during the 2000
General Assembly, Senator Kelly was ableto obtain funding to send Dr. Judy Embry to Texasto become Kentucky’s
first University Trainer. Thisfunding also provided assistanceto thefirst Teacher Leader training classin Kentucky.
Wewere ableto train ten new Teacher Leaders acrossthe statein June of 2002. He was awarded the 2002 National
Teacher Leader Award, one of only four awarded nationwide, for hiswork on getting more Teacher L eadersto cover
teacher training across Kentucky. Senator Kelly continued toimproveliteracy legidation by focusng on early
interventionandinApril 2005, Governor Ernie FHetcher signed theRead ToAchieveBill intolaw. Thisfundingis
focused on providing every e ementary school in Kentucky with highly trained early intervention teachers.

Senator Dan Kelly

«..Dan Kelly is truly a champion for Reading
Recovery and for the Children of Kentucky!”

InApril 2005, Senator Kelly traveled to Washington D.C. to present the progress K entucky has made over the
past eight yearsat the North American L eadership Academy and Teacher Leader Institute. Whilethere, he
accompanied Dr. Judy Embry and agroup of Teacher Leadersto Capitol Hill to visit with Senator Mitch McConnell,
Senator Jim Bunning, Representative Ed Whitfield, and Representative Anne Northup. Hewas, asaways, a
consummate professional ashe asked each congressman for their support of legidation promoting theidealsand goas
of early reading intervention for both regular education and special education students. Senator Kelly's presentation
to conference attendeeswas thoughtful and inspiring to those Teacher L eadersreturning to their statesto work with
legidatorsonliteracy initiatives.

Many of the Read To Achieve grantsfunded in the spring of 2005 will providefunding for Reading Recovery
teacher training acrossK entucky thisfall. By thetimeyou recelve thisnewd etter, second round funding decisionswill
have been made and the number of teachersintraining will again increase. Spring 2006 will bring anew General
Assembly sessionand possibly additiona funding for thisimportant initiative. Itistruly anexcitingtimefor Reading
Recovery in Kentucky. We surely would not have accomplished so much without the commitment and foresight of
Senator Kelly.

If youwould liketo read more about Senator Kelly’svaluable and extensivework for Reading Recovery in
Kentucky, please see past i ssues of the Journal of Reading Recovery. Hisstory was showcased in theinaugural issue
inFall 2001 withthearticletitled“ OneRico at aTime: Kentucky’s Bipartisan Support for Reading Recovery.” It was
included againin Fall 2002 in the Implementation Section and a soin Spring 2004 inthe RRCNA News Section.

| cannot think of aperson more deserving of being showcased in our inaugural issue of Kentucky’sReading
Recovery newdetter. At atimewhen there aretoo few heroes, the Honorable Senator Dan Kdlly istruly achampion
for Reading Recovery and for the children of Kentucky!
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Legislators and administrators are key

figures in growing Reading Recovery®
by Sherry Sharp
ssharp@ohio.k12.ky.us

Themission of theUniversity of Kentucky Training
Center isto provide Reading Recovery todl childrenin
Kentucky who need theintervention. That ideology and

From left, Rep. Brent Yonts, Muhlenburg Co. Supt., Dale
Todd, Dr. Judy Embry, Teacher Leader Sherry Sharp, and
Ohio Co. Supt. Soretta Ralph.

goal iseasy toarticulateinan“if | werein chargeof the
world” kind of way. Thedifficulty isin the detail sof
making that happen. Thisisonestory toillustratethered
worldway of making that happen. | started working with
local representativesand senatorsto help educatethem
about the Reading Recovery program by inviting
Representative Brent Yonts, Kentucky Representative
from Didtrict 15to view alesson.

Representative Yontsgraciousy accepted theinvitation,
asdid Superintendent SorettaRalph (Ohio County), Dae
Todd (Muhlenberg County), and other administratorsfrom
their respectivedistrictsto view thelesson.

Beforethelesson had even begun, Rep. Yonts
commented, “ | already know thisisagreat programjust
by theenthusiasm | hear from theteachersinvolved aswe
talked beforethelesson began.” Thelessonwas
conducted by Reading Recovery teacher PaulesaDavis
from Drakesboro Elementary. All cameaway with agreat
respect for Reading Recovery and what it can do for the
studentsof Kentucky.

Theaccomplishment would bewel | defined the next
day inafax from Representative Brent Yonts.

“ | was not aware of such a program going
on that involved multiple counties in funding,
training, and addressing issues. | believe that
the programis one which needs to be
expanded. Such programs not only teach
reading and expand the mental horizons of the
student but also, in the long run, lessen the
drop-out rate, reduce the crime rate, and
improve society’'soverall capabilities.”

Following hisvisit, Representative Yontsjoined the
grassrootseffort to expand Reading Recovery by
delivering information packetsto other legidatorsinthe
State.

Oneof the strengths of our ongoing effortsisto
cultivate bi partisanrelationshipsin which Kentucky’s
students and educators are not held hostagein the debate
over budget issues. All studentswho need early
intervention in reading should have accessto Reading
Recovery.

Thefuture of theinterventionisbrighter because
leaderswho have had the opportunity to observeitin
actionview Reading Recovery asacatayst to powerful
learning. Thework wedo withlegidatorsand
adminigtratorsisvita to our success. Looking forward and
taking opportunitiesto inform our leadersof the benefits of
Reading Recoveryisajobfor al of us!




Teacher Leaders Develop Strategic
Plan

by Claudia Castenir
Claudia.Castenir@am.dodea.edu

AsReading Recovery? professionalswework to equip
our studentswith thetool snecessary to engagein strategic
activity. Inthesamevein Jean Bussdll, former executive
director of the Reading Recovery Council of North
America, hasworked with the Commonwesalth’s Teacher
L eadersto equip them with thetool s necessary to devel op

Front from left: Marla Smith, Lindy Harmon, Glynda Kelso, back:
Jean Bussell, Vickie Slone.

adgtrategic planfor thefuture of Reading Recovery in
Kentucky. Using atechnique known as Open Spaces,
Jean guided the group through the devel opment of avision
statement (* al Kentucky children who need Reading
Recovery will receiveit”), and amission statement
(“Kentucky achievesand sustainsfull implementation of
Reading Recovery”).

Theteacher |leadersa ong with Dr. Judy Embry,
Kentucky’s Reading Recovery university trainer,
developed four goa swith corresponding objectivesto
support these statements. The goal srelateto advocacy,
maintaining quality, integrity andfidelity, researchand
evaluation, and team building. You have probably seen
evidencethat severa of the objectivesarewel | underway.
Many of you contacted your legidatorsin support of the
“Read ToAchieve’ legidation hel ping meet advocacy
objectives. Thisnewdetter isonetool inworking toward
maintaining quality implementation and building asenseof
community among Reading Recovery professonas.

Our strategic planisaworking document. WhileDr.
Embry and the Teacher L eaders may beresponsiblefor
keeping it diveandfunctioning, it will takeeach and every
one of usworking acrossthe state to complete our mission
and reach our vision. Together itisa“missionpossible.”

“...it will take each and every one of us working across the
state to complete our mission and reach our vision.
Together it is a ‘mission possible.”

w’“

Reading Recovery®
Chuckles

by Janet Duvall
jduvall@knox.odedodea.edu

| realized there were some control issues between one
of my studentsand me oneday when shehad afunny
reaction after | told her that | would be prompting her for
some new wordsin her writing spree. Sure enough, even
though | was prompting for different wordsthan she had
written on her previouswriting sprees, she continued
writingwordsthat shefelt surethat she had mastered. |

praised thisinitiative but repeated that | wanted her to
writesomedifferent words. At that, she grabbed apiece
of paper fromthetableand drew alineonit explaining
that “thisisthesidefor thewords| want to write and that
isthesidefor wordsyouwant metowrite.” Afterlooking
moreclosely at the sadly off-center lineshe’ d drawn, she
quickly rotated the paper 180 degreesand amended “|
meanthisisthesidefor thewords| want towriteand
that isthesidefor thewordsyou want metowrite!”
Needlessto say, we squeezed in somevery small words
onmy sidethat day.

If you have a humorous or touching story that you would
like to have considered for publication, please email it
to Heather Hartley at Heather.hartley@uky.edu.
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Breaking Words
by Vickie Slone

vslone@hazard.k12.ky.us
AsReading Recovery® teachers, we prepare students

to noticethe different waysinwhichwordswork. As
Marie Clay states (1993):
Sowly throughout the reading and writing
work of the Reading Recovery lessons the
child isintroduced to different ways of
- constructing a new word in writing
- or working out a new word in reading.
(p.43)

Inthisarticle, wefocuson Section 10 of the
Guidebook, “ Linking Sound Sequencewith L etter
Sequence’ or breaking words. During this part of the
lesson, the childisboth constructing words and taking
words apart to become more aware of how wordswork
and how to link what he knowsto get to new words. Itis
important that teachersrealizethat the purposeisnot
teaching isolated words but how wordswork.

MarieClay givesusspecific directionsfor breaking
words. Thefirst stepisto help the child understand the
task. We, asteachers, must demonstrate what we are
askingthechildtodo, aswell asensurethat weare
working withthefamiliar wordsthat the child knowsin
the begl nning. MarieClay tellsusto:

Give the child the correct magnetic letters and
ask him to make a word he knows on the
magnetic board.

Have him construct the word and take it apart
many times.

Say, “ Look at theword. Say it slowly and run
your finger under it.” (p.44)

We must help thechild to createalink from the known
word to the new word and then back again to the known.
Thisshould be carried throughout the seriesof lessons.
Research has shown that by having children useboth
handsthat both parts of thebrain are engaged and a
stronger link iscreated. It isimportant that whenyou are
having the child take theword apart that heisusing both
handsand pulling thewords apart.

We must a so make surethat thechildisvisually
focused on theword and saying it dowly asherunshis
finger under theletters. The sounds should match asheis
running hisfinger under theword.

The Guidebook states, “we should begin with words
that areknown. Thesewords can comefrom what the

student canwrite.” (p.27) Thisenablesthechildto seethe
connection between writing and reading andto build a
foundation of words. Wewant to makethistask aseasy
aspossiblefor thechild. A starting point for breaking
words could be having students break words apart using
onsetsand rimes. Beginwith afamiliar set of words. Itis
important that asthe child beginsto take control of this
process, theteacher askshim to add moreto the activity.
A scaeof helpisprovidedtoincreasethedifficulty of the
task. (p. 45)

Theteacher needsto help the child makethe
connection so that what he knowsin reading will be used
inwriting and vice-versa. Thechild constructswordsin
writing and analyzeswordsin reading. When achild
reads, heisgoing from letter to sound, whereaswhena
child writesheisgoing from sound to letter. It isimportant
thereforethat in making and breaking weteach childrento
do both through our
prompting. When
askingachildtogo
fromletter to
sounds, wemay ask
achildto changethe
‘I"inliketoa‘b’.
Wethenwould ask
thechildtoread the
. word Whengoing
from soundtoletter,
- wewould say,

Margie Linde, Reading Recovery teacher from BuIIitt“VVhat wouldyou
County, teaches a student to break apart words.

need to changeliketo bike?’ Thisisproviding the sound
and having the child providetheletter. By using these
prompts, weare hel ping the child to makethelink from
what helearnsin making and breaking towriting and
reading.

Breaking wordsisonly 1-3 minutes of thelesson, yet
makesawonderful connection between reading and
writing. Itisimportant that weremember to start with the
known, demonstrate thetask and support at each shift,
and use gppropriate promptsto helpthechild go from
soundto letter and | etter to sound. Remember our godl is
to havethe child know how wordswork and how to use
thisknowledgein reading and writing.

Clay M. M. 1993. Reading Recovery: A Guidebook for Teachers in Training.
Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.

Oshorne, D., Communicating How Words Work: Pp. 10-12: The Running Record.
Fall 2000.




Read to Achieve
photographs
Frankfort 2004

Vickie Slone, Dr. Judy Embry, Lindy Harmon, and Marla
Smith.

First Lady Glenna Fletcher addresées the crowd as the
Governor, Senator Dan Kelly, Education Cabinet Secretary
Virginia Fox, and others look on.

Dr. Judy Embry, Glenna Fletcher, Senator Dan Kelly, Dr. Susan
Cantrell, Dean Cibulka, Education Cabinet Secretary Virginia
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www.readingrecovery.org

Find your state legislators’

information here:
http://www.Irc.ky.gov/

whoswho/whoswho.htm

Dr. Judy Embry, Vikki Hall, Lindy Harmon, Glynda Kelso,
Vickie Slone, Dean Cibulka, Sherry Sharp, Marla Smith,
and Dr. Susan Cantrell.
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beginninginthefdl of 2006 through continuing contact
andtraining classes. Dr. Clay will besigning her new
booksduring the National Reading Recovery Conference
thisFebruary in Columbus.

Thethird set of challengesand opportunitieswill come
to usthrough communicationsat the sateleve. Thisisthe
inaugura newdetter fromthe University Training Center
to help usuniteas Reading Recovery professionals.

Asyou visit the newdletter through the website or
hard copy weinviteyouto send articles, comicrelief
through your teachingsor any child’sinsights, or updates
that may need to be posted for thewhole state. We are

Fox, and others look on as Governor Fletcher signs the Read To

Achieve legislation. looking forward to hearing from you!

The Practice Page, Kentucky's Reading Recovery newsletter, is published by the University of Kentucky's Reading Recovery Training Center. It is
distributed online without charge at www.readingrecoverycenter.org. Please send comments, suggestions, or material for consideration to Heather

Hartley at heather.hartley@uky.edu.
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